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beyond the limes of the Roman Empire, had ever presented to an Hel-
lenic World which had been successfully defended against primitive
barbarian German assaults by this Roman military rampart for some
four hundred years, and which might never have succumbed, and indeed
never even have been exposed, to a German peril if, four hundred years
before the date at which the Roman limes was established, Hellas had not
been betrayed by something false within. The unreclaimed barbarian
beyond the pale is a negligible danger to a civilization by comparison
with the apostate son and heir1 who has deliberately looked back after
having put his hand to the plough;2 and Frederick's unprincipled attack
on the dominions of Maria Theresa in A.D. 1740, within Gibbon's own
lifetime, was the first step in a German descensus Avemi which was to
reach the bottom of the infernal pit in A.D. 1933-45. If a Western people
which had played so capital a part as the Germans had played in the long
and hard task of building up a Western Christian Civilization could fall
so low as this, no guarantee of immunity against future aggression by a
straightforward barbarism from abroad could make up to the Western
World for its now proven exposure to betrayal by a morally perverse
barbarism within its own bosom.3

'The empire of Rome was firmly established by the singular and perfect
coalition of its members. The subject nations, resigning the hope, and
even the wish, of independence, embraced the character of Roman citizens;
and the provinces of the West were reluctantly torn by the Barbarians
from the bosom of their mother-country.4 But this union was purchased
by the loss of national freedom and military spirit; and the servile pro-
vinces, destitute of life and motion, expected their safety from the
mercenary troops and governors who were directed by the orders of a
distant court. The happiness of an hundred millions depended on the
personal merit of one or two men, perhaps children, whose minds were
corrupted by education, luxury, and despotic power. The deepest wounds
were inflicted on the empire during the minorities of the sons and grand-
sons of Theodosius ; and, after those incapable princes seemed to attain
the age of manhood, they abandoned the church to the bishops, the state
to the eunuchs, and the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is now divided
into twelve powerful, though unequal, kingdoms, three respectable
commonwealths, and a variety of smaller, though independent, states ; the

* On this point, see V. v. 334-7, where it is illustrated by the citation of an Italian
neobarbarism which had not yet been eclipsed by a still darker German neobarbarisrn
at the time when that passage of this book was written.                      z Luke ix. 6z.

3 'Vevey [1875].

'There is a perfect little woman here, mother of a fair-haired child, niece of Gqrt-
schakoff. She smokes cigarettes, very small, very elegantly. She told me that Ignatieff
never by any chance told the truth. It is a proverb in Russia: "II ment comme Ignatieff".

'She was mentioning the overthrow of previous civilisations by barbaric forces; and
we came to the conclusion that it was unlikely that the Tartars, who seem the only
available barbarians, would stamp out the civilisation, extended as it is over the World.
She expressed her belief that the dark force is developed with the brightness of prosperity
all-pervading now; and then suggested that what could provide a force strong, ignorant,
barbarian, and widespread, is the lower populations of the various nations of Europe
in some such society as the International inbred with communistic and destruc-
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e notions* (Journals and Letters of Reginald Viscount Esher, ed. by M. V. Brett, vol. i
(London 1934, Nicholson & Watson), p. 34). This passage was brought to the present
writer's attention by his friend J. L. Hammond on the 3rd September, 1934.

* [in the original, '] 'The prudent reader will determine how far this general proposi-
tion is weakened by the revolt of the Isaurians, the independence of Britain and Armorica,
the Moorish tribes, or the Bagaudae of Gaul and Spain.'

B2915. rx                                       Bb2